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Love Much 
 

Martin Lifer/ FPC Starkville/ October 22, 2023/ 
 Deuteronomy 6:4-5, Luke 8:1-3 

 
 

Love the LORD your God with all your heart & all your soul & all your might [lit. 
much(ness)/resources] Deut. 6:(4-)5 Greatest & Core Covenant Commandment 
 
 
Mishnah & Classical Rabbinic Rule: Slaves, Women & Minors exempt from saying (also Gentiles) 
 
 
 
Jesus’ Beloved Family of Hearers & Doers – Exemplified by Women WHO LOVED MUCH: 
Remembering their PAST, they gave fully their PRESENCE & PARTNERSHIP, and PERSEVERED to 
PROFESS 

 
 
 

8:1-3 Jesus Begins Cycle #2 of Publicly Proclaiming the Kingdom Gospel (Mainly in Galilee)  
8:1a-b And it came about soon afterwards, He went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and 
bringing the Good News of the Kingdom. 
 
 
Central to bringing the Good News of the Kingdom? Beloved Community of New-Heart Disciples. 
 
 
8:1a And it came about soon afterwards,… After What? Jesus & 2 Debtors: Simon & Sinful Woman 
 

“Her sins, which are many, have been forgiven, for as evidence she has loved much.” Lk. 7:47 
 
 
8:1c-3 With Him: (a) The 12 &  (b) Women who had been __________________________ 
Women with a Past! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mary, called Magdalene – from whom seven demons had gone out (!) – and 
Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod’s household manager, and Susanna, and MANY others – 
 

 
who provided for them out of their means. 

 
 
 

LOVE MUCH with ALL MY PAST, PRESENCE, PARTNERSHIP & PERSEVERANCE! 
1) Remember my PAST – not in self-hating guilt but in loving gratitude for his grace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2) Love Him fully with my PRESENCE     “With Him” 
 
 
 
 
3) Love Him fully with my financial PARTNERSHIP.     
 

“provided for them” (Jesus and his Twelve & disciples: the Church) “out of their means” 

 
 
 

 
 
 
4) PERSEVERE in love through Trials to PROFESS Him Lord. Lk. 23:49, 23:55-24:10  

  
 
“You have abandoned your first love. Remember from where you have fallen; repent & do…”  
Rev. 2:4b-5 
 
 


