
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 

“Bless you prison!…. disclosed to me that that the line between good and evil passes not between …political 
parties but right through every human heart…. Lying on the rotting prison straw, I came to realize that the object 
of life is not prosperity as we are made to believe, but the maturity of the human soul.” A. Solzhenitsyn 

 

 
Impatient with Jesus 

[Martin Lifer/ FPC Starkville/ September 17, 2023] 
Luke 3:15-20, 7:18-23 

 

For the prisoner, time slows down.    Walnut Grove Correctional Facility 

 

Impatience or Inspiration 

 

Lk. 3:19-20 John (wilderness prophet) imprisoned by evil Herod the Tetrarch.       Machaerus 

 
 
Jesus “wandering” in Galilee for months, miraculously helping even Gentiles & poor widows but not 
delivering prompt judgment on “the chaff,” political revolution, or freedom for John. Cf. Lk. 3:16 
 
 
Lk. 7:18-20 John deputizes 2 disciples, delegation to query/push Jesus on Identity. (Deut. 17:6/ 19:15)           

 
 
 

“Are you the One Who Is to Come, or shall we look for Another?” i.e. Where is the Kingdom?! 
 
 

 
FAITH (Gentile Centurion) v. FRUSTRATION (Israel’s Prophet)   Type A v. Type A 

 
 
 

Lk. 7:21ff. Jesus’ Twofold Answer: God’s saving grace rule in (1) Deed … & (2) Word.  
 
 
 
 

Lk. 7:22-23 He answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard:  
the blind receive their sight [__],  
the lame walk [__], lepers are cleansed [__], and the deaf hear [__],  
the dead are raised up [__], the poor have good news preached to them [__],…  
 

 

Is. 29:18-19, 35:5-6 but not 34:4. 42:7a & 61:1a & 2a but not 61:2b… and not even 42:7b & 61:1b! 

 

 

 

and blessed is he who is not offended by Me! [__]”Jesus’ “forgotten” Beatitude 

 

 

 

Uniquely Gracious but Challenging all re our relation to Christ: “Blessed is he who is  

[mē skandalisthē] not offended/scandalized by Me.”  

 

 
Is. 8:13-14 LORD of hosts will be both a Sanctuary and a stone of offense & rock of stumbling to all Israel.        

 
 
 
 
Warning and Invitation to anyone doubting & impatient with Jesus/ 2 Cor. 5:16-17; Rom. 12:1-2 

 


